[image: image1.png]d

ASHGATE




ASHGATE PUBLISHING LIMITED

Gower House, Croft Road, Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 3HR, UK

Telephone: +44 (0)1252 331551 Fax: +44 (0)1252 344405 Web: www.ashgate.com 

Email: info@ashgatepub.co.uk
PhD Guidelines: transforming a thesis into a book

It takes a lot of time to rework a PhD for book publication – generally upwards of 12 months.

What is involved?
Specifically:

· Conclusions should be developed and summed up throughout the book rather than towards the end. This should be supported by a strong introduction and indications to the conclusions drawn.
· Cutting out or significantly reducing the review of the literature and any methodology. 

· Framing the work in a much broader context so it appeals to a wider audience. The literature review should then be drawn into the main body of text. 

· Removal of all references to 'this thesis' or 'this dissertation'. We advise authors not to mention the book’s origins as a PhD thesis in the preface or acknowledgments, as this information is often repeated in catalogue listings for the book and it can, unfortunately, be detrimental to sales. 
· Approval of quotes from interviewees will need to be obtained if they were not aware at the time of the interview that their comments would appear in a published format. Alternatively, these quotes should be made anonymous or omitted altogether. 

· Be aware that not all illustrations/tables/diagrams are suitable for book publication, or may not be possible. 

· Toning down superfluous use of footnotes/references.
More generally:

During the process of fine-tuning a PhD for publication it may be worth speaking informally to colleagues, who could include supervisors, examiners and people you’ve met at conferences so they can read chapters for you. They may have been in the same situation at some point during their academic career themselves giving them first hand experience for providing practical advice on re-working the material. This should both reassure you about the quality of the work and point to things that may have previously gone unnoticed. 

For Ashgate you will need to spend some time putting together a book proposal and rewriting one of the chapters for submission and peer review as you would envisage seeing it in a book.
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