Fifth Biennial Ph.D. JAMBOREE

at the University of British Columbia

June 6 -11 2011

The SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL PLANNING (SCARP) in the College for Interdisciplinary Studies invites you to participate in the Fourth Biennial Planning Ph.D. Jamboree, June 6 - 11, in Vancouver, B.C., Canada.

This event is designed to build international networks among Ph.D. students in planning and to provide a forum for the discussion of cutting-edge research with leading scholars. Keynote speakers this year include Janice Perlman, a New York-based consultant and writer whose new book, Favela, has just been published by Oxford University Press, and Libby Porter, a Lecturer at Glasgow University whose interests range widely from urban regeneration to planning with aboriginal communities. In addition, we have invited Professors  Leonie Sandercock (UBC) whose most recent work is a documentary film on native/non-native community relations in northern Canada (see CV’s below); William “Bill” Rees (UBC) and recipient of the prestigious Trudeau Fellowship; Lawrence Frank (UBC), internationally recognized for his work on the impact of walking on health and the environment; and Jinhua Zhao, a brilliant transportation planner interested in behavioral research (UBC).

Other highlights include: workshops on (1) field research methods, (2)  urban regeneration strategies, and (3) health and community design; a forum on new directions in planning theory; the formation of student interest groups; a film screening and discussion of Sandercock and Attili’s Finding Our Way: Beyond Canada’s Apartheid; a dialogue session about an expert report preparatory to a world conference that will assess two decades of sustainability policies (Rio + 20); a dissertation clinic with John Friedmann and Janice Perlman; a field trip into the outer reaches of Metro-Vancouver; and a concluding !!Fiesta!! at Leonie & John’s. The preliminary program, as well as principal speaker bios are found below.

Comments on the 4th Jamboree 2009

· During her presentation last Monday, Margaret Crawford made a comment about ideas. She pointed out that ideas have an incredible life of their own and that one never knows what becomes of them down the road. This sums up the impact the Jamboree has had on me: it engendered many ideas that are simultaneously looking for possible connections to my research, my intellectual development and my outlook on life. Exploring these ideas is what lies ahead of me, and I am looking forward to it. Thank you! Thorben Wieditz (York U. Ontario)
· I would like to thank you for organizing such a wonderful fourth round of the  Jamboree. I enjoyed not only the activities but also having the opportunity to meet pioneer scholars in the filed of planning as well as other PhD students facing the same concerns and research interests. I appreciate having had the chance to build such a great network of Jamboree-ers. Sahera Bleibleh (U. of Washington, Seattle)
· I enjoyed the Jamboree tremendously.  It was a re(treat) in every way -- intellectually, emotionally and spiritually!  Felicity Chan (USC, Los Angeles)
· What I liked the most of the workshop is your attitude towards research. I learned that we all should enjoy doing a PhD, really believe that we are doing important and meaningful things, and be kind with the others because we are working with people, and not solely writing in a library or PhD room. That is what I learn from you and all my colleagues. I feel much connected with my research now and filled with energy to keep on writing and finish the next year.  Cristina Inclan (London School of Economics)

· The feedback I received from my colleagues was amazingly helpful.  Through the course of the week, I met so many intelligent and creative individuals.  I look forward to keeping in contact with everyone I met at the Jamboree as they will not only be my friends, but also my future colleagues in the planning field.  I am already looking forward to seeing and connecting with the jamboree cohort at ACSP and Urban Affairs conferences coming up. Alexis Jaclyn Hickman (University of California, Irvine)

 Limitations: Space is limited to 35 participants. All students currently enrolled in Planning PhD programs are eligible to participate, but fluency in English is essential. Students who participated in the fourth Jamboree are welcome to return, but if the number of applicants exceeds our space limits, preference will be given to first-timers. 

HOW TO APPLY AND WHEN

If you are interested in being part of the Fifth Jamboree please indicate your interest by e-mailing John Friedmann jrpf@interchange.ubc.ca. In your reply, please include a one-page description of your proposed dissertation research and a one-page CV. If you haven’t yet formulated a dissertation topic, please send us a page describing your general research interests.  Your research statements will be circulated to all participants in preparation for the formation of research interest groups during the Jamboree.  So please be specific and brief.

Applications close on January 15, 2011. You will be notified by beginning of February whether you have a place in the Jamboree or whether you are on the waiting list.  Once you are notified and to guarantee your place, you will be asked to pay a non-refundable Registration Fee (see below).

COSTS

The registration fee for Canadian students, including all SCARP PhD students,  is CAD 300 and for non-Canadians US $300. For those requiring accommodations, we have reserved private rooms (shared bath and cooking facilities) at the Marine Drive Residences (2205 Lower Mall) on the UBC campus from June 6 to 12 at the cost of $49 plus taxes, but you will need to make your own reservations with UBC Accommodations. All breakfasts and lunches will be catered, as are dinners on Monday and Saturday.

You are responsible for your own travel arrangements. And please remember that US citizens will need a passport, though not a visa, to enter Canada. Citizens of all other countries will need a Canadian visitor’s visa. We will be glad to write appropriate invitation letters on request.

At this point, all we ask you to do is to contact John Friedmann with your intention to participate and to include a brief statement of research interests as well as a short bio.  

Bios

John Friedmann has taught at MIT, UCLA, the Catholic University in Santiago, Chile, the University of Melbourne, and the National University of Taiwan. Since 2001, he is an Honorary Professor in the School of Community and Regional Planning at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada. Throughout his long life, he has been an advisor to governments in Brazil, Venezuela, Chile, Mozambique, and China where he was recently appointed Honorary Foreign Advisor to the China Academy of Planning and Urban Design.


He is the author of 20 books and 200 articles on a wide range of topics, including regional planning, urbanization, social development, and planning theory, and his work has been translated into Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Japanese, Chinese, and Farsi. Among the many honors he has received are a Guggenheim Fellowship and Honorary doctorates from the University of Dortmund and the Pontifical Catholic University in Santiago, Chile.  He was the first person to receive the prestigious Distinguished Planning Educator Award from the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning and, in 2006, received the first UN-Habitat Lecture Award for lifetime achievement in the service of human settlements. His most recent publication is Insurgencies: essays in planning theory (Routledge 2011).

Janice Perlman is an independent consultant, writer and researcher. Her most recent book, FAVELA: Four Decades of Living on the Edge in Rio de Janeiro has just been published (June 2010) by Oxford University Press. The book is based on a longitudinal study following four generations of migrants and squatters in the slums of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The Foreword is written by Fernando Henrique Cardoso, former President of Brazil. For this work Dr. Perlman received a Guggenheim Award, and a Fulbright Award.  Her first book The Myth of Marginality (University of California Press, Berkeley, 1976) won the C. Wright Mills Award.  
In 1987 Dr. Perlman founded The Mega-Cities Project, a global non-profit organization based in New York, with local teams in 21 of the world’s largest cities.  Its mission is to shorten the lag time between ideas and implementation in urban problem-solving.  Working at the intersection of poverty, environment and voice for the disenfranchised, the organization has brokered over 40 transfers of grassroots urban innovations across boundaries of geography, ethnicity and nationality and succeeded in scaling up several dozen initiatives public policy.
Prior to creating the Mega-Cities Project, Perlman was a tenured professor in the Department of City and Regional Planning at the University of California, Berkeley.  She has taught at Columbia University, New York University, CUNY, Trinity College and several Brazilian universities. 
Outside of academia, Perlman has served as Coordinator of an Inter-Agency Task Force on National Urban Policy;  Executive Director of Strategic Planning for the NYC Partnership; Director of Science, Technology and Public Policy at the New York Academy of Sciences; and external evaluator for CHF International / Gates Foundation and NY Academy of Medicine / Kellogg Foundation. She has been advisor to the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, UNDP, UNFPA, The Asia Society, and the World Health Organization among others.
Libby Porter is a lecturer in planning at the Department of Urban Studies, University of Glasgow. Her main interest in planning is how the practice and theory of planning produces place, and she has been exploring this line of thinking from different angles and contexts. One of those angles is urban regeneration policy, where she recently published Whose Urban Renaissance?, an edited collection with Kate Shaw looking at the manifestation and impact of urban regeneration policies in different city contexts around the world. Most recently, she has (returned to) working on this line of thinking from the context of postcolonial settler states and the relationship between planning and Indigenous peoples. Her book Unlearning the Colonial Cultures of Planning was published by Ashgate in 2010.  Before joining the academic community, Libby was a senior researcher with the Victorian State Government, Australia. She is Assistant Editor of the journal Planning Theory and Practice, and co-founder and coordinator of Planners Network UK.

William Rees is a systems ecologist and Professor in the School of Community and Regional Planning at UBC. For most of his career, Prof. Rees’ teaching and research has focused on the diverse public policy implications of global environmental trends and the ecological constraints on sustainable socioeconomic development. 

He is probably best known as the originator and co-developer of ecological footprint analysis, now widely used by governments, NGOs and corporations in sustainability assessments on every continent. Dr Reesâ€™ co-authored  book on the subject (with then PhD student Mathis Wackernagel) has been published in English, Chinese, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Latvian and Spanish which helps explain why the “eco-footprint” has arguably become the world’s best-known sustainability indicator. Rees has also authored over a hundred and thirty academic journal articles and book chapters on various topics pertaining to eco-footprinting and the human ecology of sustainability, as well as numerous popular articles. 

Prof Rees is a founding member and recent past-President of the Canadian Society for Ecological Economics and a co-founder and Director of the One Earth Initiative. He also serves as co-investigator in the “Global Integrity Project” which is aimed at defining the ecological and socio-political requirements for sustaining both biodiversity and human population health. 

In 2006 Prof Rees was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and, in 2007, he received a prestigious three-year Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation Fellowship. 

Leonie Sandercock is a Professor in the School of Community & Regional Planning at the University of British Columbia. Her recent books include Towards Cosmopolis: Planning for Multicultural Cities (1998); the edited collection Making the Invisible Visible: a multicultural history of planning (1998); and Cosmopolis 2: Mongrel Cities of the 21st Century (2003), which won the Davidoff Award of the American Collegiate Schools of Planning in 2005. With Giovanni Attili, she made the award-winning documentary Where Strangers Become Neighbours (National Film Board of Canada, 2007). Sandercock and Attili’s book plus DVD package, Where strangers become neighbours: the integration of immigrants in Vancouver, was published by Springer in 2009.

Leonie has now completed a second documentary with Giovanni Attili, Finding our Way: beyond Canada’s apartheid’, which looks at relations between First Nations and non-Native Canadians in northern BC. It will be released in Sept 2010 (distributed by Moving Images). For more info, see:

http://www.facebook.com/FINDING.OUR.WAY.thefilm
Sandercock and Attili have also published an edited collection, Multimedia Explorations in Urban Policy and Planning: beyond the flatlands (Springer, June 2010). 

In 2005 Leonie received The Dale Prize for Excellence in Urban & Regional Planning, awarded by the Department of Urban & Regional Planning at California State Polytechnic University. The 2005 Dale Prize theme was "Voices in Planning: Transforming Land Use Practice through Community Engagement". In March 2006 Leonie shared the First Prize (with Collingwood Neighbourhood House) for the BMW Group Award for Intercultural Learning for her work with the Collingwood  Neighbourhood House in Vancouver (portrayed in the film ‘Where Strangers become Neighbours’) and for her essay ‘Cosmopolitan Urbanism’.

Jinhua Zhang Dr. Jinhua Zhao is an Assistant Professor of Transportation Planning jointly appointed by the Department of Civil Engineering and School of Community and Regional Planning at UBC. He holds a Master of Science, Master of City Planning and Ph.D. degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. His research interests include urban development and planning in China, urban transportation systems in China, transportation economics, and public transportation management.

Dr. Zhao also worked as an Associate for two years in the Policy Unit of Transport for London (TfL), UK and as a Research Scientist for one year in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at MIT. He is the Commissioner of the China Planning Network (CPN), a think tank focused on China's urbanization and its implications for transportation, housing, energy and environment in Chinese cities. CPN is dedicated to advancing the state of scholarship on China’s urban development and making it accessible to the widest population in China. http://ChinaPlanningNetwork.org
5th PhD Jamboree 2011:

                   New Frontiers in Planning and Research

                                Tentative Agenda

Monday 6 June : Arrival

6 PM  Welcoming dinner (organized by students; welcoming comments by Mike Burgess, Principal College for Interdisciplinary Studies; Penny Gurstein, Director SCARP/UBC; Leonie Sandercock & John Friedmann, SCARP/UBC)

Note: Continental-style breakfasts will be provided on all days starting at 9 am.

Tuesday 7 June 

9:30 am  Lecture/Discussion: Janice Perlman (New York) on her new book, Favela.
Lunch: 12:15-1:45 PM

2:00-4:00 PM   Planning Theory Forum (Libby Porter on seeing planning through a (post)colonial lens; Maged Senbel (SCARP): planning for resilience; John Friedmann on the utopian moment in planning) 

*Followed by book-signing event (Sandercock; Perlman; Porter; Frank; Friedmann)

5:00-7:00 PM  Time set aside for organizing student research interest groups. Interest groups will arrange their own times & places
Wednesday 8 June  

9:30 am  Lecture/Discussion: Libby Porter (Univ. of Glasgow) on her new book, Unlearning the Colonial Cultures of Planning.

Lunch  12:15-1:45 PM

2:00 - 4:00 PM  Workshops: (1) Janice Perlman on Field Research Methods

(2) Lawrence Frank on Health and Community Design

4:30 PM Informal meetings of student research groups. Groups may want to invite faculty to join.

Thursday 9 June  

9:30 am a dialogue on "Premises for a new economy: an agenda for Rio + 20" introduced by Bill Rees and facilitated by Leonie Sandercock
Lunch  12:15-1:45 PM with CEO of Metro-Vancouver, the regional planning agency for the Lower Mainland

2:00 – 7:00 PM  Bus tour of major suburban communities in Metro-Vancouver: Richmond, Burnaby, and Surrey. Guide: Jenny Moore (SCARP)

Friday 10 June

 9:30 am Film screening/Discussion : Leonie Sandercock presents her latest documentary on native/non-native relations in British Columbia: Finding Our Way: Beyond Canada’s Apartheid
Lunch 12:15-1:45 PM

2:00-4:00 PM  Workshops: (1) Libby Porter will lead a discussion of her recent book, International Strategies for Urban Regeneration (2009)

(2) Jinhua Zhao will look at the interface between planning and civil engineering in transportation planning

Saturday 11 June  

9:30 am Dissertation clinic (Janice Perlman and John Friedmann). Students are invited to bring their problems and questions pertaining to research for an open peer-group discussion.

Lunch 12:15-1:45 PM

3:00 PM  Guided tours of Vancouver Downtown (Michael Gordon, Senior Planner for downtown Vancouver) and Nathan Edelson, former Senior Planner for Downtown Eastside and Adjunct Professor, UBC/SCARP. Details to be announced.

7:00 PM  Party chez Leonie and John at 694 Millbank (604-874-1817) at the purple door! Food, drinks, and conviviality.

Sunday 12 June: Departure                                          
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